THE UNRELENTING STRUGGLE

Petersfield (Sir G. Jeffreys) warned us gravely of the danger of a
German thrust at Assiout, at the head of the Delta.

Six weeks ago all Iraq was aflame, and Habbaniyah was declared
to be in the direst jeopardy. Women and children were evacuated
by air. It was reported from enemy quarters that a surrender
would be forced. A hostile insurgent Government ruled in Bagdad,
in closest association with the Germans and the Italians. Our
forces were pinned in Basra, having only just landed. Kirkuk and
Mosul were in enemy hands. All has now been regained. We are
advancing into Syria in force. Our front at Mersa Matruh in the
Western Desert is unbroken, and our defensive lines there are
stronger than ever. The large forces which were occupied in the
conquest of Abyssinia are now set free, with an immense mass of
transport, and large numbers are on their way to, or have already
reached, the Delta of the Nile.

I think it would be most unfair and wrong, and very silly, in the
midst of a defence which has so far been crowned with remarkable
success, to select the loss of the Crete salient as an excuse and
pretext for branding with failure or belittling with taunt the great
campaign for the defence of the Middle East, which has so far
prospered beyond all expectation, and is now entering upon an even
more intense and critical phase.

I give no guarantee, I make no promise or prediction for the
future. But if the next six months, during which we must expect
even harder fighting and many disappointments, should find us in
no worse position that that in which we stand to-day; if, after
having fought so long alone, single-handed against the might of
Germany, and against Italy, and against the intrigues and treachery
of Vichy, we should still be found the faithful and unbeaten guardians
of the Nile Valley and of the regions that lie about it, then I say
that a famous chapter will have been written in the martial history
of the British Empire and Commonwealth of Nations.
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